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GREETINGS!
ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE \
MYSELF. I AM DR. PHOEBE NIX
AND THIS STORY IS ABOUT |}
WHEN I MET MY FRIEND

JOIN US ON
A LEARNING ADVENTURE
WHERE WE MEET SOME
INSPIRING WOMEN WHO HAVE
MADE A DIFFERENCE IN
MATH AND SCIENCE!

Presented by:

Alliant
Energy.

© COPYRIGHT 2022 ALL
RIGHTS RESERVED




/~ CGIRLS, LOOKS LIKE \
THE STORM TOOK DOWN

POWER LINES ALL
OVER TOWN!

I'LL BE WORKING
THROUGH THE NIGHT TO HELP
GET THE LIGHTS BACK ON. BUT
YOU'RE GOING TO NEED TO
'ROUGH IT* FOR A BIT.

... YEAH, WHEN YOU

GET HOME, T'LL BE

WORKING TONIGHT.
THE WHOLE TOWN

I KNOW!
I KNOW! IT'S CRAZY!
BIGGEST STORM
EVER!

THAT MEANS NO
CELL PHONE USE UNLESS
IT'S AN EMERGENCY! WE

CANT RECHARGE THEM
RIGHT NOW.




b~

NIA, YOU CAN

N\
SURVIVE WITHOUT

A PHONE.

I GUESS WE
CAN APPRECIATE
ONE THING WHEN
WE DON'T HAVE
POWER!

I WisH
ICOULD FLY
UP THERE!

A FEW HOURS LATER. ..

HAHA!
THERE THEY'RE ALWAYS
ARE 5O THERE, AKILAH!
MANY STARS
TONIGHT! WE CANT
ALWAYS SEE
THEM!

DAD! THE
FLASHLIGHTS
ARE OUT OF

BATTERY!

IT'S TOTALLY
DARK IN THE
HOUSE!




THAT'S A
GREAT IDEA,
AKILAH!!

I'M HOME!
I TRIED TO PICK
UP MORE BATTERIES BUT
ALL THE STORES WERE
CLOSED!

HEY!
WE CAN BRING
THESE YARD LIGHTS
INSIDE AT NIGHT!
THEY GET
THEIR POWER
FROM THE SUN!

SO...YOUR
TABLET DIED BEFORE
THE POWER WENT
ouT?




' ... READ AN

ACTUAL BOOK!
YOU
CAN DO WHAT
WE DID IN THE
'OLDEN DAYS', . .

NOT
WEIRD AT ALL.
EXTRAORDINARY!

MOM...ISIT
WEIRD THAT I LIKE
SCIENCE AND
MATH?

GOODNIGHT,
Ki!




I KNOW — e
MOM AND DAD WISH I cOULD
ARE PROUD BE AS COOL AsS
MY SISTER!

i ITHOUGHT MY
TABLET BATTERY
WAS DEAD!!




WOULD YOU
BE MIss AKILAH




I-I-
...YESTIM -
... A= AKILAH!

PHOEBE NIX,
AND I'VE BEEN
APPOINTED AS YOu
YOUR GUIDE! MUST BE sO
2= EXCITED!

ALLOW ME
TO INTRODUCE
MYSELF.

VERY _a

VERY GOOD.

WHY YES! TO
INTRODUCE YOU TO A
FUTURE IN THE BRILLIANT
WORLD OF MATH AND

SCIENCE!




IT WOULD
SEEM THAT YOU'RE
A BIT MISGUIDED AT
THE MOMENT, MIss
AKILAH.

FIRST,
A WARDROBE
CHANGE!

,‘ BY INTRODUCING
' YOU TO SOME

HERE TO HELP AMAZING WOMEN! /'

YOU WITH
THAT!




LET'S
COMMENCE OUR
JOURNEY!




ONWARD

SEATBELTS, WE TRAVEL ON THE
PLEASE, INFORMATION SUPER
. HIGHWAY!




. .. WITHOUT
SCIENTIFIC AND
MATHEMATICAL
DISCOVERIES?

DID YOU
KNOW THIS HIGHWAY
WOULD NEVER HAVE
BEEN POSSIBLE . . .

WE'VE ARRIVED
AT THE STORIED
LINCOLN INSTITUTE

IN MISSOURI!

A MORE
RELEVANT QUESTION
Is 'WHEN’ ARE WE?

1885/
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PROFESSOR?
DO YOU HAVE A MOMENT TO
MEET A YOUNG WOMAN STARTING
THE SCIENCE AND MATH QUEST?

WHAT A PLEASURE -
T ek YU OF COURSE!

I ALWAYS HAVE TIME
FOR NEW STUDENTS
STARTING THE
JOURNEY!

AKILAH NEWTON, PROFESSOR YATES
MAY I INTRODUCE YOU TO WAS THE FIRST WOMAN
PROFESSOR JOSEPHINE o2t _ OF COLOR TO BECOME

SILONE YATES. (o A FULL PROFESSOR IN
: THE UNITED STATES!

: 7

PLEASURE TO
MEET YOU,
AKILAH!




THAT MUST
HAVE BEEN sO
DIFFICULT!!

IT WASN'T EASY,
BUT I ALWAYS BELIEVED
THAT THROUGH EDUCATION,
WE FIND OUR OWN
PERFECTION! SO KEEP UP
YOUR STUDIES,
AKILAH!

PROFESSOR
YATES WAS
S0 cooL!




WE'RE
HERE IN THE
EARLY DAYs
OF NAsSA!

HELLO,
PHOEBE! IT'S SO
GOOD TO SEE
YOU AGAIN!

HERE’'S ONE
OF THE PIONEERS
OF SPACE TRAVEL!

WHO’'S YOUR
YOUNG FRIEND?
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/ MISS AKILAH NEWTON,

I'M HONORED TO INTRODUCE
YOU TO MARY JACKSON, NASA'S
FIRST BLACK WOMAN
ENGINEER!

I THINK I sAW

A MOVIE ABOUT
You!

DID YOU DO CALCULATIONS
FOR THE APOLLO MISSIONS BEFORE
COMPUTERS COULD DO THEM?

I SURE DID! IN FACT,
‘COMPUTERS” WERE ALL PEOPLE
BEFORE THESE BIG MACHINES

CAME ALONG!

THERE WERE MANY WOMEN ‘COMPUTERS’
WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES TO MAKE
THE MOON LANDING POSSIBLE,

N

[ Barbara

Johnson




IN MY TIME, WOMEN
DIDN'T GET MUCH
RECOGNITION.

™~

/ I WANTED TO
BE AN ENGINEER, SO 1
FOUGHT TO BECOME
S ONE!

BUT IT WAS
ALL WORTH IT!

WITHOUT USs, THE
MOON LANDING MIGHT
NEVER HAVE HAPPENED!

GOODBYE,
MS. MARY JACKSON!
THANK You!

I GOODBYE, AKILAH!

GOOD LUCK SHOOTING FOR
STARS IN YOUR TIME!

AND NOW -
LET’S RETURN TO
THE PRESENT DAY!




IT's sO
GOOD TO SEE
YOU AGAIN!

HELLO,
DR. NIX!!




I MET EDEN

HI! YOU MUST

BE NEW ON THE <3 WHEN SHE WAS JUST
JOURNEY. —— ABOUT YOUR AGE.,
EDEN FULL GOH!
:. - . i
¥ 3
3
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IT'S GREAT
I'M AKILAH TO MEET YOU!
NEWTON!

I REMEMBER!
I WAS FRUSTRATED BECAUSE
IT WOULDN'T STAY CHARGED
VERY LONG.

SHE HAD JUST COMPLETED HER FIRST
INVENTION: A SOLAR PANELED CAR!

BUT I DIDNT
GIVE UP! I KEPT INVENTING
AND LEARNING!




IN 2006
WHEN I WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL,
I FOUNDED THE COMPANY
SUNSALUTER.

“THE IDEA WAS TO MAKE SOLAR EASIER, |
MORE EFFECTIVE, AND MORE ACCESSIBLE!"

wow! YOU HAVE

S0 MANY IDEAS!!

NOW I'M WORKING
ON MOBILE APP TECHNOLOGY
WITH MY NEW COMPANY! !




I BET YOU
DO TOO, IF YOU'RE
HANGING OUT WITH

I1D00o.
ACTUALLLY!

AKILAH HAS FELT
A LITTLE "WEIRD’ BEING
INTERESTED IN SCIENCE
AND MATH LATELY.

IGET IT. GIRLS
SOMETIMES DON'T GET

ENCOURAGED TO GET EXCITED
ABOUT MATH AND SCIENCE.

20

THAT'S WHY I'M
INVOLVED WITH STEM
PROGRAMS!

TO SHOW
GIRLS WHAT'S
POSSIBLE!

.




: GOOD LUcK
WITH YOUR IDEAS,
AKILAH!
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THANK YOU I LEARNED
SO MUCH, SO MUCH AND I'M
DR. NIX! SO EXCITED. . .!

OF COURSE,
OFC--

NEUTRONS!
I SEEM TO HAVE
CUT MY TIME
CLOSE!

22






=

% YAWN #*
MORNING, KI! WE i
m— GOT THE POWER S
y SE— _ BACK ON!

% |

\ DAD! DAD!
DR. NIXTOOKMETO
MEETAWHOLEBUNCHOF. . .

HEY HEY!
SLOW DOWN!

WELL, THAT
SOUNDS
cooL!

NEW WAYS TO
USE THE SUN OR
WIND FOR ENERGY!!

GOING TO INVENT
THINGS.

USING MATH AND
SCIENCE!
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HERE ARE SOME
MORE FACTS ABOUT THE
AMAZING WOMEN I MET
ON MY JOURNEY!

Josephine Silone Yates

1859-1912
A lifelong learner and advocate for
education for both women and people
of color, Ms. Yates was the first African
American student to graduate from
Rogers High School. She obtained her
college degree with honors from Rhode
Island State Normal School, then went
onto geta master’s degree from Nation-
al University in Illinois. She was first and
foremost a teacher, teaching chemis-
try, elocution and English literature.
"The aim of all true education is to give to
bodyandsoul all the beauty, strength and
perfection of which they are capable.”

Mary Jackson
1921-2005
After graduating Training School with
highest honors, Mary went on to get
bachelor's degrees in both mathemat-
ics and physical science from Hampton
University. In 1951, she was recruited
by the National Advisory Committee
for Aeronautics, which would eventual-
ly become NASA. Starting as a research
mathematician (known as a ‘comput-
er') she soon moved into the area of
research, analyzing air flow, thrust, and
drag forces that would affect space
travel. In 1979 she achieved the most
senior title in NASA engineering, and
throughout her career, worked to gain
recognition for other women in her field.

Eden Full Goh

At 10 years of age, intrigued by a book
on solar power, Eden was motivated to
design her own solar panel car. While it
wasn't perfect, it started her on a path
of exploring on what this power source
could offer. In high school, she devel-
oped a solar panel rotator using gravity
and a water clock making it simple and
affordable for people around the world.
This would earn her a Thiel Fellowship
and lead to her development of the Sun-
Saluter organization. Eden has received
many honors, including Forbes’ mag-
azine's ‘30 Under 30" She currently is
CEO of a new venture, Mobot, a mobile
app testing service powered by super-
vised mechanical robots.







